Briefing notes for participants in the Assembly worship workshop, august 2011

The Assembly theme: “life overflowing”
The expression “life overflowing” is drawn from John 10:10: …egō ēlthon hina zōēn echōsin kai perisson echōēsin; variously translated, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (NRSV), “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (NIV), “My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life” (NLT).  The tricky word to translate is perisson which, used adverbially as it is here means something like: over and above, more than necessary, to excess.  “Abundantly” is a very good translation but is a term that is not common in the English conversation of Australians.  It seemed too “in house” to me.  I suggested to Vicky Balabanski, my colleague in New Testament studies, that “overflowing” might be a reasonable alternative to “abundant”. She replied, “I thought about something like : ‘to the brim’, but you actually want it to mean ‘to the brim and over!’ (like when I pour a beer…) It’s even more than you need.  Overflowing is accurate, I think.  Life to the brim and beyond.”  Other colleagues have suggested “life in excess” (too reminiscent of INXS, to me) and life@full (or even life@full+).
The theme of “life overflowing” commended itself for several reasons. 
John 10:10 is, of course, a much-loved text in itself.  But the theme of God’s gift of and sovereignty over life is central to the Biblical witness.  God’s breath or Spirit gives life to human beings and every living thing (Genesis 2:7, Psalm 104:29-30).  The Law is given as a call to “choose life” (Deuteronomy 30:19).  Christ is proclaimed as “the bread of life” (John 6:33-35) and “the word of life” (1 John 1:1-2), and following him together is true life (Romans 6:4, 8:6; Colossians 3:3-4).  The vision of the consummation of God’s mission is of “the river of life” and a whole avenue of “the tree of life”, for the sake of which Adam and Eve had been expelled from the garden (Revelation 22:1-2; Genesis 3:22-24). 
“Life overflowing” has resonances with the theme of the Twelfth Assembly, “living water – thirsty land”.  Some of the resources developed around that theme would work well with the new theme.

There is an obvious link between “life overflowing” and the Assembly policy “An Economy of Life”.  This would present opportunities to keep that policy before the church.  This will be especially important as the Australian National Development Index project begins to roll out during the next triennium.
Daily worship themes
There will be seven worship services during the Assembly: the installation service (Sunday), opening and closing communion services (Monday and Saturday), and four services within which the four Bible studies will be presented.  I’ll be preaching at the installation service and at the opening and closing communion services.  I’m likely to use John 10 for one or more of those sermons, but that would not preclude the Bible study presenter, LunaDingyun, from doing a study on that chapter too.  It is rich enough to warrant several expositions.

The worship planning team has decided to organise the worship so that it follows a liturgical movement: gathering (Monday), adoration (Tuesday), confession (Wednesday), thanksgiving (Thursday), intercession (Friday), and sending (Saturday).  The worship writing workshop is being held to begin generating new worship materials (prayers, songs, visuals etc).  The worship materials will pick up aspects of the Assembly theme (“life overflowing”) from the key biblical texts that inspired it:
Ezekiel 34; Isaiah56:1-8, 66:18-23; John 10:1-18; Revelation 22:1-5

Bible studies

The Bible studies may be based on whatever texts Luna chooses to use, bearing in mind 

· the Assembly theme, and

· the theme of the worship for the day.  
Each Bible study will be preceded by a short period of worship (up to 10 minutes) and followed by a short period of worship (up to 5 minutes).  Up to 45 minutes has been allowed for each Bible study.

Worship workshop 19-20 August 2011
The workshop will take place on Friday the 19th of August (6pm-9pm) and Saturday the 20th of August (9am-5pm).  Ian Price will facilitate the workshop.  I will provide input on the Assembly theme and the 6 sub-themes.  Participants will be asked to commit to developing a worship resource or resources from one of the following fields, according to their particular skills and passion.
· Prayers, Litanies and Affirmations of faith

· Music 

· Visuals, Symbols and Liturgical actions

The workshop will be organized in 5 blocks of time.  The essential structure of each being the same:
· Input (15 minutes)

· Brainstorming in small groups (30 minutes)

· Writing, composing and designing individually or with others (45 minutes)

Ian and Andrew will move between the groups and individual participants as they work gathering feedback.
	Friday 6pm
	Evening meal

	Friday 6.45pm
	Welcome

Introductions: people and processes 

Introduction: Assembly theme

	Friday 7.30pm
	Block 1: Gathering and Sending

	Saturday 9am
	Block 2: Adoration

	Saturday 10.30am
	Morning tea

	Saturday 11am
	Block 3: Confession 

	Saturday 12.30pm
	Lunch

	Saturday 1.30pm
	Block 4: Thanksgiving

	Saturday 3pm
	Afternoon tea

	Saturday 3.30pm
	Block 5 Intercession


Life to the brim
As part of my own reflective process I’ve written a little song on the theme.  It needn’t be used at all at the Assembly, but it might show my approach to the theme from another angle to help worship workshop participants.  Someone might even want to add a verse of a bridge.  A decent tune would be good too…
Life to the brim

Life overflowing

Life pouring out in compassion and grace

Spirit of God

Well up within us

Bring us to life in this time and this place

Life to the brim

Life overflowing

Life flooding in from below and above

Spirit of God

Pour out upon us

Bring us to faith and to hope and to love

Come Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of life

Make us your people. Make us the body of Christ.

Life to the brim

Life overflowing 
Foretaste and sign of the healing to come

Spirit of God

Strengthen and guide us

Bless us and use us till God’s reign has come

I look forward to the creative interactions on the weekend and the longer polishing and editing process to follow.  Thanks to everyone who has agreed to be part of this event.

Peace

Andrew

